
Sys tem 
Ter mi nol ogy

Power Sup ply:
Pro duc tion In ter com sta tions are ba si cally a se ries of par al leled line bridg ing am pli fi ers which draw the cur rent
for their op er a tion from a source at the be gin ning of each com mu ni ca tions cir cuit. This source must pro vide
DC cur rent with the low est pos si ble AC com po nent to pro vide hum-free com mu ni ca tions, par tic u larly when
DC cur rent is sent down the com mu ni ca tions con duc tor to trig ger sig nal lamps. The power sup ply must also
pro vide the nec es sary cir cuitry to ter mi nate the com mu ni ca tions cir cuit, sta bi liz ing sidetone and main tain ing
con stant lev els as sta tions are added or re moved.
The Pro duc tion In ter com PS-2 of fers an ad di tional fea ture. Front panel switches are pro vided to link or de-link
the com mu ni ca tions con duc tor (Pin 3) of the three XLR’s on the rear panel. This per mits the three out lets to be
used to be gin three spurs of a sin gle com mu ni ca tions cir cuit (linked), or as the be gin ning of three in de pend ent
com mu ni ca tions cir cuits (de-linked).  When the power sup ply is be ing used sim ply to power a mas ter sta tion,
the PS-1 pro vides the same power, but pro vides sav ings by omit ting the un needed switch ing func tions.

Belt Pack:
Belt packs are the ba sic com mu ni ca tions sta tion in al most ev ery sys tem. They are por ta ble head set sta tions,
with a clip for hang ing on a belt. They con sist of a line bridg ing am pli fier, an au dio am pli fier, and a mi cro phone
am pli fier. When equipped with a head set they are ca pa ble of com mu ni cat ing with each other and all the other
types of sta tions de scribed be low.

Main Sta tion/Mas ter Sta tion/Stage Man ager Sta tion:

1) Main Sta tions:
A Pro duc tion In ter com main or mas ter sta tion mod ule con sists of two head set sta tions, in put facil
ities for an aux il iary au dio sig nal at ei ther mi cro phone or line level, and the ca pac ity to send a 
bal anced out put from the mi cro phone am pli fier to a re mote pag ing am pli fier. These func tions 
are pack aged in a 1U (1.75") cab i net which may be ei ther free-stand ing or rack mounted. The 
two in te gral head set sta tions are wired to com mu ni cate with two sep a rate groups of sta tions si
multaneously with out com bin ing the two.

Pro duc tion In ter com stage man ager sta tions do not con tain a power sup ply. They are in tended to be mated with a
PS-1 power sup ply which are also only 1U high. These two prod ucts may be rack mounted sep a rately or com -
bined with 2U side pan els into a sin gle rack mount or free-standing pack age.

Sta tion or Out sta tion:

Gen eral term to in clude all types of head set and loud speaker sta tions, other than main or mas ter sta tions.

Ap pli ca tions Notes



Fixed Head set Sta tion:
The same fa cil i ties as a ‘belt pack’, but mounted on a flat plate for flush mount ing.

Talkback Loud speaker Sta tion:

A sta tion equipped with a loud speaker and ap pro pri ate au dio am pli fier, which is ca pa ble of send ing and re ceiv -
ing com mu ni ca tions with or with out the use of a head set or hand set.

Pag ing Loud speaker Sta tion:

A re ceive-only loud speaker sta tion with in te gral am pli fier.

Daisy-Chain:

Por ta ble head set sta tions have a pair of par al lel con nec tors on the back which per mit loop ing-through to the
next sta tion on the cir cuit. Fixed sta tions may also be daisy-chained via their ter mi nal strip con nec tions. Since
most com mu ni ca tions cir cuits con sist of a group of sta tions par al leled across the line, daisy-chaining is the
most com mon method of hook-up.

Sig nal Lamp:

All sta tions ex cept pag ing loud speaker sta tions in clude a sig nal lamp which is lit when ever any sig nal lamp
but ton on the same cir cuit is pressed.

Sidetone:

The sound of your own voice as picked up by your head set or hand set mi cro phone and re pro duced in your own
earspeaker. For a more com plete dis cus sion, see Sec tion 5.

Over ride:

In Pro duc tion In ter com sys tems, the abil ity to dis able the front panel con trols of a loud speaker sta tion in fa vor of a
set of pre de ter mined set tings. For a more com plete dis cus sion, see Sec tion 6.

Cir cuit:

A group of sta tions in com mon-talk com mu ni ca tion with one an other and pos si bly with a mas ter sta tion.

Run or Home Run:

The ca ble pro vid ing a ‘cir cuit’ with in ter con nec tion and con nec tion back to the power sup ply or mas ter sta tion.

Spur:

A sub-Run to con nect sta tions to a cir cuit with out daisy-chaining. Usually pro vided by an SB-1 Split ter/Iso la -
tor or a Y-cable.

Iso late:

In Pro duc tion In ter com sys tems to iso late a group of sta tions from an other group, while shar ing the same source
of op er at ing cur rent.  See the data sheets on SB-1 and LI906 for de tail.


